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Summary
Embedding, spreading and safeguarding
community development in the NW

Community development (CD) will make an important practical contribution to

building the ‘big society’ in this region. Over the past two years we have

developed a report and a strategy to show how CD values and skills are being

used in practical ways to improve life for communities.

This document sets out our vision of how this experience can be taken forward

over the next ten years. It is based on discussions with key players working

with communities in the North West.

The policy context has changed recently but the main proposals remain

important. A number of organisations can work together to take forward the

proposals (suggested partners are indicated in brackets):

Championing the approach

(Suggested partners are indicated inside the brackets)

• Take the report to the NWIEP, Partnerships Commission, sub regional groups, CDX/CDF,

strategic leads in Local Authorities for neighbourhoods (NNW/NWTWC)

• Ascertain possibilities for networking around CD and CD type approaches (CNW; CDX)

• Promote the strategy among community activists (NWCAN, NWTRA, CNW)

Education and training

• Identify and promote training in CD practice for people working with communities in the

North West (Universities, colleges, independent trainers and consultants, FCDL, CDX,

NNW/NWTWC)

• Promote CD-type skills that can be used for empowerment and to improve services (HCA)

• Link CD skills into learning and support for community organisers and community activists

(NWCAN, CDX, FCDL)

Evidence and efficiencies

• Promote understanding of existing frameworks for evaluating the impact and value of CD,

notably the ABCD and Social Return on Investment models (CDF, CDX)

• Demonstrate the CD contribution to Productive Place (NNW/NWTWC to action)

• Explore possibilities of shared services through city regions and sub regional basis (promoted

through NWIEP structures)
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






• 

• 















 
1 The Community Development Challenge, Communities and Local Government, 2006 









• 





• 




















 
2 A 


























• 


• 


• 



• 



• 



• 









 
3 The Community Development Challenge, Ibid, p5 











































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 
4 Alison Gilchrist, Challenging Community Development in the North West, NWTWC, 2010 
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
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

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• 



• 


• 



• 



• 


• 


• 



• 

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



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




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


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9 Taylor, M. et al. (2007) Changing neighbourhoods: lessons from the JRF Neighbourhood 
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10 Developed by the New Economics Foundation with IDeA and the Office of the Third Sector 
11 Research from the Homes and Communities Agency looked at this – see 
www.hcaacademy.co.uk/empowerment-skills-for-all 
12 This reference should be added when the report becomes available. 
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