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Our Life and the North West Together We Can programme present: 
A FREE Learning Exchange Seminar 

20 June 12 – 3.30pm (includes lunch) 

Inspire, Levenshulme, 747 Stockport Road, Manchester M19 3AR
Localism and Community Empowerment:

 What will make it work?
Guest Speakers: 
Liz Richardson, Research Fellow in the Institute for Political & Economic Governance (IPEG), University of Manchester
“How Does Bradford MDC’s neighbourhood approach support active citizens, and community and voluntary groups?

Liz Richardson is the author of “Working in neighbourhooods in Bradford” supported by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. The report describes progress, gaps and future opportunities in neighbourhood working in Bradford, following the development of devolved decision-making and neighbourhood working during the last 20 years. It examines how current policy on localism and the Big Society presents opportunities and risks for neighbourhood working, and looks at debates about how to create more empowering relationships between citizens and public sector organisations.

Toby Blume, Chief Executive, Urban Forum
“Localism and the community - the national picture” 
Toby will give an overview on the Localism Bill, Neighbourhood Planning, and Community Organisers amongst other developments that will impact on empowerment in the North West. 
In addition to presentations there will be facilitated discussions where participants will be invited to share their experiences and reflect on the implications for their work. 
Our Life’s agreement to preserve aspects of the North West Together We Can programme will ensure continued support for regional learning opportunities for local authority practitioners, policy-makers, councillors and community representatives who are keen to explore issues around community empowerment and engagement and active citizenship.

Please forward this invitation to the most relevant people in your Authority/ partnership or organisation.  

To book your place by Monday 13 June go to: 

http://www.nwtwc.org.uk/events/
For further information contact Eve Davidson: Eve.davidson@ourlife.org.uk 0161 233 7515 and go to: www.ourlife.org.uk and www.nwtwc.org.uk
